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2009 MARION-BERMUDA CRUISING YACHT RACE 
 

TROPHY PRESENTATION LIST 

 

R H A D C  COMMODORE DAVID F. SKINNER  

presiding 

 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF BERMUDA 

SIR RICHARD GOZNEY 

 

RACING CLASS TROPHIES: 

 

 

CLASS D  

 

3rd in D  –  THAI HOT, a Island Packet 40, skippered by Robert Fleno from Sterling, 
NJ.  

  

2nd in D  –  WINDSONG II a Hallberg Rassy 352, skippered by Lou Roberts from 
Woodbridge ,CT 

 
THE JOEL B. SYKES MEMORIAL TROPHY awarded to the winner of class D: 

1st in D  –  SILHOUETTE, a Cherubini 44, skippered by David Caso from Duxbury, 
Massachusetts 

 
COOK’s in D: The COOK of HOTSPUR, a Rhodes 41, the last yacht to finish overall. 

 
CLASS C  

 
3rd in C  – KATRINKA, a custom Yawl, skippered by Noah Evans from New York 

City.   
 

2nd in C  –  AVALON, a Baltic 43, skippered by Barry Feldman from Newton, 

Massachusetts 
 

“THE GIBSON MEMORIAL BLUE WATER TROPHY” awarded to the winner of class C: 
1st in C, SEEADLER a Tartan 37, skippered by Bill Read from Gladwyne 

Pennsylvania. 
 

COOK’s in C: The COOK of EXPERIENCE, a custom Alden Schooner.  
 

CLASS B  

 

3rd in B  –  TRIPLE LINDY, a Swan 44, skippered by Joseph Mele from New York 
City 

 
2nd in B  – DEFIANCE, a Navy 44, skippered by Robert King from Annapolis, MD. 
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“THE KAPLAN MEMORIAL MIN RON III TROPHY” awarded to the winner of class B: 

 1st  in B - CRESCENDO,  a Swan 44, skippered by Martin Jacobson from 
Greenwich, CT. 

 
COOK’s in B: The COOK of VOYAGER, an Oceanis  461.  

 
CLASS A  

 
3rd in A  –  SIRENA BELLA, a J44, skippered by Joe Murli from Mystic, CT 

 
2nd in A  –  WHISPER, a Canning 48, skippered by Sheldon Brotman from Pittsfield, 

MA 
 

1st in A  –  CETACEA, a Hinckley 59, skippered by Christopher Culver from New 
York City 

 

COOK’s in A: The cook of OCEAN JASPER, a Sundeer 60. 

 

 

REGIONAL AND CLUB TROPHIES: 
Race rules specify that a yacht may only be awarded one Regional or Club Trophy, and cannot be 

awarded one if she is receiving one of the Fleet or Special Trophies. 
 

THE ADAMS BOWL – For the best performance by a New England yacht: 
 

WHISPER, skippered by Sheldon Brotman, from Pittsfield, MA 

 
THE TOWN OF MARION TROPHY – For the best performance by a Buzzards Bay 

yacht: 
 

AVALON, skippered by Barry Feldman from Newton, MA 

 
THE DEBORAH ANNE DOMENIE MEMORIAL TROPHY – For the best 

performance by a yacht from the New York area, including Long Island Sound and 

New Jersey: 
 

TRIPLE LINDY, skippered by Joseph Mele from New York City 
 

THE NAVAL ACADEMY TROPHY  - For the best performance by a Chesapeake 
Bay yacht: 
 

SEEADLER, skippered by Bill Read from Gladwyne, PA 
 

THE BERMUDA LONGTAIL TROPHY – For the best performance by a Beverly 
Yacht Club yacht: 
 

VIVALDI, skippered by Gian Luca Fiori from Brookline, Massachusettes 
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SPECIAL TROPHIES: 

 

THE L. BYRON KINGERY SHORT-HANDED TROPHY (crews of four):  

A trophy for the best performance by a short-handed yacht: 
 

WINDSONG II skippered by Lou Roberts from Woodbridge, CT 
 

THE IRC TROPHY – Yachts that elected to race for this trophy are scored under 
the IRC rule. 

 
WHISPER, skippered by Sheldon Brotman from Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

 
THE BARTRAM TROPHY – For the best performance by a Service Academy or an 

ROTC yacht: 
 

DEFIANCE Skippered by Robert King from Annapolis, Maryland 

 

THE I-BOAT TRACK MARION-BERMUDA TEAM TROPHY to a team of three 
yachts from one club or association with the lowest combined corrected time. Six 

teams in competition.  Presented by James Feeney, the developer of I-Boat Track. 
 

New York YC Team with a combined time of 13 days 7 hours 3 minutes.   
CRESCENDO – skippered by Martin Jacobson  

CETACEA – skippered by Christopher Culver 
DRAGON – skippered by Hugh Balloch 

 
MINI-CLASSES: The best corrected time by a yacht in a “mini-class” of three or 

more yachts of the same design 
 

 HINCKLEY YACHTS   Hinckley Sou’wester 51 
 

Hinckley Sou’wester51: VIVALDI skippered by Gian Luce Fiori from Chestnut 

Hill, Massachusetts. 
 

 
THE BENETEAU TROPHY – As described by the deed of gift:  For the first 

Beneteau yacht to properly finish. 
 

ATTITUDE, skippered by Shawn Dahlen from Duxbury, Massachusetts 
 

BERMUDA OCEAN CRUISING YACHT TROPHY presented by SAIL Magazine to 
the skipper with the best combined performance in consecutive Marion to Bermuda 

and the Cruiser Division of the Newport Bermuda Race. 
 

Christopher Culver from New York City skipper of CETACEA, a Hinckley 59. 
  

 

 



- 4 - 

FLEET TROPHIES: 

 

THE BLUE WATER SAILING CLUB BOARD OF GOVERNORS TROPHY FOR 

THE FIRST YACHT TO FINISH  “LINE HONOURS” : 

 

CRESCENDO,  a Swan 44, skippered by Martin Jacobson from Greenwich, CT. 

This trophy also includes a Coming Home Pennant to be proudly displayed.  This 
Pennant has already been presented. 

 
THE  R H A D C  “PAST COMMODORES’” TROPHY for best performance by an 

electronically navigated yacht: 
 

CETACEA, a Hinckley 59, skippered by Christopher Culver from New York City 

This trophy also includes a Coming Home Pennant to be proudly displayed. This 
Pennant has already been presented. 

 
THE BEVERLY “POLARIS” TROPHY for best performance by a celestially 

navigated yacht: 
 

CRESCENDO,  a Swan 44, skippered by Martin Jacobson from Greenwich, CT. 
This trophy also includes a Coming Home Pennant to be proudly displayed. 

 

THE NAVIGATOR’S TROPHY to the Navigator of the first celestially navigated 
yacht: 

The Navigator of CRESCENDO, Jeremy Whitty from Sydney, Australia 
 

THE ANCIENT MARINER'S  GOLDEN TEAPOT TROPHY– Awarded to the crew 
having the highest average age that finishes the race. 

 
THAI HOT, an Island Packet 40, skippered by Robert Pleno, from Sterling, NJ. 

Their average age is 60 years and nearly 5 months 
 

THE FOUNDERS TROPHY  – For the monohull yacht with the best overall 
corrected time. 

 

CRESCENDO, a Swan 44, skippered by Martin Jacobson from Greenwich, CT. 

 
THE ROBERT N. BAVIER SEAMANSHIP/SPORTSMANSHIP TROPHY (optional) 

may be awarded at the discretion of the Marion Bermuda Cruising Yacht Racing 
Association Board of Trustees in recognition of truly outstanding seamanship or 

sportsmanship, independent of a yacht's finishing position. There was no Bavier 
Trophy awarded this year.  

 
AWARDS OF MERIT to Craig Slater skipper of Phantom, Philip Clorite skipper of 

Lucky Dog, David Risch skipper of Corsair, and George Denny skipper of Restive. 
These four crews suspended racing and diverted in response to an emergency flare 

they sighted. They took time from the race searching for its source, a single 

handed sailor later rescued by a cruise ship. 


